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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To facilitate assembly work and to 
reduce a manufacturing cost of an endoscope having flexibility 
regulating means of a flexible tubular section and protecting means 
of a built-in tube of a bending section. 

SOLUTION: In an endoscope which has a flexible tubular section 
having flexibility and a bending section which is connected with the 
flexible tubular section and is bendably operated, the flexibility 
variable endoscope has a coil which has a stationary coil section 
existing in a bending section region and an elongation coil section 
existing in the flexible tubular section region and elongatable and 
contractible in an axial direction by varying their positions in the 
axial direction and has a straight line cylindrical form in a free state; 
and a bending rigidity regulating mechanism of changing the 
bending rigidity of the elongation coil section by expanding and 
contracting the elongation coil section of the flexible tubular section 
region. 
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